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TENSE REVIEW  
Check Your Tenses 
Complete each sentence with a correct form of the verb above, simple or continuous, 
active or passive, positive or negative 
 

Think 
1. What are you thinking about? You look 

depressed. 
2. Sorry, I shouldn’t have said that. I 

___________________it would upset you so 
much. 

3. Tom, I___________________ maybe we 
should move house. What 
___________________you___________________? 

4. He told me he couldn’t give me an answer 
now. He said___________________ about it. 

 

See 
1. Hi, Paula! How are you? I 

___________________ for ages. 
2. I can’t make the meeting tomorrow – I 

___________________the doctor for a check-
up. 

3. ___________________you___________________ 
that? That guy nearly knocked the girl off 
her bike! 

4. The police said the 
suspect___________________trying to board a 
plane at Birmingham airport. 

 

Feel 
1. How___________________ you 

___________________ about going to live in 
Australia? Are you still excited about it? 

2. I’m not sure what’s wrong with me. I 
___________________ myself recently. 

3. I’m sorry Mrs. Jones, but it 
___________________by the teacher that we 
have no option but to expel Tom. 

4. Jack’s exam is about to start. I can just 
imagine how he___________________. 

Spend 
1. We___________________ the whole holiday 

looking out at this rain. It’s miserable. 
2. How long ___________________deciding 

which dress to wear? We have to leave in 
ten minutes. 

3. Do you have any idea how much the 
govern ment___________________ so far on 
the new high-speed rail link? 

4. I just wonder how much 
___________________ by the time it’s finally 
finished? 

 

Find 
1. How ___________________ you 

___________________the film? Was it as 
funny as the critics said? 

2. She told me that she ___________________ it 
very difficult not to laugh in all wrong 
places. 

3. He ___________________ have to lied time 
and time again to the police. 

4. I think you ___________________that it’s too 
hot for you in Dubai in August. 

  

Say 
1. Well, as I ___________________when I was 

so rudely interrupted, I think you’re 
mistaken. 

2. It___________________ that no one will ever 
know the truth about what happen. 

3. I ___________________ it again, Just as 
I___________________ it many times before, 
you’re not going to an all-night party. 

4. There’s something ___________________for 
answering your emails immediately. 

Always remember that you are 
absolutely unique. Just like 

everyone else. 
 

On the whole human beings 
want to be good, but not too 

good, and not quite all the time. 
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 Correcting Mistakes  
There is one mistake in each of the sentences below. Find it and correct it. 

1. Humans are unique among primates in that they are walking upright. 

2. It’s great to hear from you, Jill. What have you been doing since I’ve last seen you? 

3. I hated school. Perhaps I’d have liked it if I was more popular. 

4. Why haven’t you told me that you don’t like fruit cake? 

5. I was going to go to the theatre last night but then I heard that the performance will 

be cancelled. 

6. The forecast said unsettled, so take your umbrella in case it’s raining. 

7. His mother was putting him to bed early because he was being naughty. 

8. I won’t make your party I’m afraid – I’ll visit my grandmother in Scotland. 

9. If you’re seeing Jane at the weekend, are you inviting her to my party please? 

10. He wasn’t thinking of celebrating his retirement but he’s now deciding it’s good idea. 

  

Active or Passive? Which sounds better? 

   

Most of the sentences below (but not all) would sound better in the passive. Decide which 
ones and rewrite them. 

1. Someone built this bridge in 1897. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. A secretary has invited my grandfather to a garden party at Buckingham Palace. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. The invention of fire gave humans the ability to cook. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. Nobody must take reverence books from the library. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Alexander Graham Bell was a scientist. He invented the telephone in 1876. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. They say a Bulgarian scientist has discovered a drug which prevents ageing. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Someone wants you in reception immediately. They’ll tell you what it’s about. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

8. An avalanche buried eight people in Austria. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The passive is used when: 
• The subject is unknown. 

No one knows when music was invented. 
My phone’s been stolen! 
 

• We want to focus on the object of the sentence rather than the subject. 
Calls and songs are used by birds to communicate. 
Hamlet was written by Shakespeare between 1599 and 1601. 
 

• We want to sound more impersonal and distance ourselves from the facts. 
500 workers will have to be made redundant. 
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9. People know him to be a very good judge of character. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. The police have finally recaptured the violent robber who has been on the run for a 
week. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

READING  
Robots versus Humans  
1. Read the article about the latest robot experiments. Choose the best summary of the 

text. 
a) A robot will one day be superior to humans. 
b) Humans have started to create robots that are more like humans. 
c) Robots are now developing human emotions. 
d) Robots are particularly good at competing with humans in the arts. 
 

2. Read the text again. Answer the questions. 
a) According to the writer, why did humans invent robots? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

b) Who or what is Emily Howell? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c) What does EMI stand for? Why did it anger composers? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

d) How does the software program “The Painting Fool” choose its mood? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

e) Who is Simon Colton? What does he want? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

f) Has Adam won the Nobel Prize? Who is Eve? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

g) Why does the writer say we are fascinated by robots?   
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Read these statements. There is one for each paragraph. Replace the words in italics 

with how they are expressed in the text. 
a) Humans readily acknowledge _____________________________that robots function 

_____________________________ better in some areas than they do. 
b) Emily Howell launched herself onto _____________________________ the music scene. Her 

only failing _____________________________was that she was a computer. 
c) Professor David Cope supplied unprocessed facts and figures to 

_____________________________the computer about composers in history. 
d) Emily Howell’s music is modern _____________________________and causes arguments 

_____________________________because she is competing against humans. 
e) “The Painting Fool” software program refuses to _____________________________paint if it 

is feeling fed up_____________________________. 
f) Computer creativity is not just limited _____________________________to the arts. 

Scientists have worked together _____________________________and created Adam, the 
world’s first computer scientist. 
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g) What will happen if the robot experiment gets out of control 
_____________________________? Can scientists close down 
_____________________________these machines?  
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Vocabulary 
Describing People 
Choose the two adjectives that can best complete each sentence 

 
SNOBBISH   SMUG  CONCEITED 

He never shuts up about himself. He’s smug/ conceited and arrogant. 
 

1. SUPPORTIVE  INCOMPETENT  ENCOURAGING 
My co-workers were really _____________________________when I started my new job. I was so 
grateful for their help. 
 

2. BUBBLY    DETERMINED   ENERGETIC 
She’s such a/an _____________________________character and great company. She cheers me up. 
 

3. PATRONIZING   CONDESCENDING  INDIFFERENT  
He’s so _____________________________ - he always makes me feel silly and self-confident.   
  

4. OUTRAGED   UNDAUNTED   INDIGNANT 
Rose was _____________________________ about his comments on her work. She found him 
unnecessarily rude. 
 

5. OFFEND    DISTRAUGHT  ANXIOUS 
I was really _____________________________when Sarah said that. She’s forever hurting my feelings.  
 

Idioms of Extreme Emotion  
Replace the words in italics with an idiom from the box. Change the form where 
necessary. 
Totally lose – be beside yourself – be completely blown away – be absolutely gutted – be 
bored rigid – be thrilled to bits – make such a fuss  
 
1. I had flu and I couldn’t get to my best friend’s birthday party! I was terribly disappointed 

_____________________________. 
2. I was overwhelmed _____________________________by hid performance. I never knew he 

could sing like that! 
3. They were distraught _____________________________with grief when their dog died. 
4. I tried to watch the documentary about Ancient Greece but I wasn’t remotely interested in 

it _____________________________. 
5. Guess what? Remember that job I applied for? I got it! I’m absolutely delighted 

_____________________________. 
6. Look, you only split a little bit on your suit. And it’s only water. Stop complaining – it’s a 

nothing _____________________________. 
7. He was so late we missed the movie. And not for the first time! I exploded with anger 

_____________________________. 
 
 


